NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE – LaRC-NIA
National Environmental Policy Act; Finding of No Significant Impact; For the construction and operation of the National Institute of Aerospace at the Langley Research Center

AGENCY:
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)

ACTION:
Finding of No Significant Impact

SUMMARY:
Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended (NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40 CFR Parts 1500 - 1508), and NASA's Procedures for Implementing NEPA (14 CFR Subpart 1216.3), NASA has made a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) with respect to the proposed construction and operation of the National Institute of Aerospace at NASA Langley Research Center (LaRC) in Hampton, Virginia.  The National Institute of Aerospace (NIA) initiative is in response to the Bush Administration’s guidance to ensure a national capability to support NASA’s mission by expanding collaborations with industry, universities, and other agencies to leverage expertise both inside and outside of NASA. The NIA will be managed by, and as, an independent (non-NASA) entity.  NASA proposes to lease a portion of the LaRC to a third party to construct a facility to house the NIA.  The location is near the Main Gate of the LaRC off of Armistead Avenue.  No government funds will be used to construct the facility, although there will be some level of government funding for operation of NIA.

DATE:
Comments in response to this notice must be received in writing within 30 days of January 18, 2002.

ADDRESS:
Comments should be addressed to Jan Benson, Environmental Engineer, Environmental Management Office, OSEM, M/S 418, 15 Hunsaker Loop, NASA Langley Research Center, Hampton, Virginia 23681-2199.

The Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared for the proposed construction and operation of the National Institute of Aerospace at NASA Langley Research Center may be reviewed at:



Hampton Public Library, Main Branch, Reference Department, 4207 Victoria Boulevard, Hampton, Virginia 23669



NASA Headquarters Library, Room 1J20, 300 E Street SW, Washington, DC 20546

A limited number of copies of the EA are available by contacting Mr. Jan Benson, Environmental Management Office, in writing at the address indicated.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Jan Benson, Environmental Engineer, Environmental Management Office, OSEM, M/S 418, 15 Hunsaker Loop, NASA Langley Research Center, Hampton, Virginia 23681-2199; Telephone (757) 864-3320.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  NASA has reviewed the EA prepared for the proposed 

NIA construction and operation and has determined that it represents an accurate and adequate analysis of the scope and level of associated environmental impacts.  The EA is incorporated by reference in this FONSI.

NASA proposes to lease federal property on the NASA Langley Research Center in Hampton, Virginia to a third party for the construction of a building to house the National Institute of Aerospace.  No federal funds will be used to construct the facility.  Since the facility will be leased under a land use agreement, the lessee will be required to comply will all Federal and state laws.  

The facility to be constructed will consist of offices, advanced workspaces, multimedia facilities, classrooms, conference rooms, and a large auditorium.  The size of the facility is estimated to be between 100,000 to 150,000 square feet.  It is to be a two-story building with each floor having greater than 50,000 square feet of floor space.  The location of the facility is proposed to be adjacent to the Main Gate at the NASA LaRC off Armistead Avenue.  A multi-story parking facility is planned with an initial capacity of 655 vehicle spaces.  For security reasons, entry into the facility will not require entry on to the LaRC and access will be from Virginia Route 172, Armistead Avenue.  

The Proposed Action and the No-Action Alternative were considered in the EA.  Under the No-Action Alternative NASA would not lease property at the NASA Langley Research Center to a third party for construction and operation of the National Institute of Aerospace.

The EA addressed the environmental impacts in the areas of Geology, Air Quality, Water Resources, Cultural Resources, Biological Resources, Noise, Land Use, Health and Safety, Transportation, Socioeconomics, and Environmental Justice.  In all cases, the environmental impacts of the Proposed Action and No-Action Alternative were deemed to be less than significant.  Moreover, the impact of the Proposed Action in the Socioeconomic resource area (the impact on the local economy of the Hampton, Virginia area) was positive due to the construction activity and the increase in long-term high-paying employment opportunities at the NIA.

No other issues of environmental concern were identified.

NASA has determined that the environmental impacts associated with this project will not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required.  The action is also consistent with the requirements of the Executive Order 12898 since there will be no disproportionately high or adverse human health effects or environmental effects on minority or low-income populations.   

__________________________________________

______________

Dr. Jeremiah F. Creedon
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Director, NASA Langley Research Center
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